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Iqbal is a philosopher-poet of the Indian subcontinent who has left behind a corpus of 
poetry in Persian as well as in Urdu which is of considerable importance even today. His 
philosophical poetry has a powerful political under current which aims to develop the 
socio-political life and culture of the Indian subcontinent. He had visited Afghanistan in 
1933 at the invitation of Muhammad Nadir Shah to develop the educational policy of 
Afghanistan. He was accompanied by two distinguished Indian personalities, Sir Ross 
Masood and Allama Shibli Nomani. His visit was celebrated by Ostad Khalilullah Khalili 
who wrote a poem to welcome him to Kabul. However, Iqbal recommended education 
for Afghanistan with an essence of spiritual values so that the people of Afghanistan 
would develop their Asian personality without the veneer of artificial West. But most 
important message of Iqbal to forge Indo-Afghan relation lies in his statement which he 
had issued on October 10, 1933 in these words: An educated Afghanistan will be the 
best friend of India. The poetry of Iqbal is a powerful bond between Iran and India as 
well. He not only wrote in the language of Iran but also developed the Iranian 
metaphysics with a deep understanding of Buddhism and Vedanta. The Persian 
speaking world discovers a Brahmin in Iqbal who espoused the messages of Rumi in the 
Indian Subcontinent.  

The objective of the seminar is to invite scholars from India and abroad to discuss the 
poetry of Iqbal from political perspective. The poetry of Iqbal has many hues and shades. 
The most common way of looking at his vast corpus of poetry is through the lens of 
rhetoric and prosody. The crux of his poetry is not manifested by the literary approach 
only. It needs to be dissected and intersected with a political perspective and see the 
philosopher poet propounding various political ideas and thoughts to ameliorate the 
sufferings of the people of Indian Subcontinent, Iran and Central Asia. As he was the 
Poet of the East who represented the ethos of the Orient, so Gurudev Rabindranath 
Tagore visited his house in Lahore twice to meet him and had written a poignant obituary 
on his death in 1938. Pandit Nehru visited the ailing Iqbal in 1938 in Lahore and 
preferred to sit on floor rather than on chair in his house to show his utmost respect to 
him, while  Iqbal was lying on his bed.

Sir Muhammad Iqbal was a poet, philosopher, barrister and a scholar par excellence who 
adopted poetry as a medium to communicate his ideas to the people of Asia. Initially he 
wrote in Urdu but later he changed his medium into Persian and contributed significantly 

thto Indo-Persian literature in 20  Century. Being a spiritual pupil of Rumi, he has 
produced a poetry which is tinged with sublime ideas and philosophical overtones. He 
has given the best Indic poems to the people which show his Indic-Muslim ethos that still 
appeals to millions of people in the subcontinent.  

His poetry, besides having all the beauty and blends of literature in it, also manifests the 
panacea of politics which can ameliorate the sufferings of the people of the sub 
continent. On the one hand his poetry is a shared heritage of the people of the Indian 
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subcontinent and the Persian speaking world namely Afghanistan, Iran and Tajikistan 
and on the other hand it is a political manifesto which holds out the maximum good of the 
maximum number. A fairly large portion of his Indo-Persian and Urdu poetry is in praise 
of India and her people, and similarly a great deal of his poetry is based on universal 
teachings contained in Islamic thoughts. He was a poet who strove to forge Hindu 
Muslim unity by composing Sare Jahan Se Achha Hindustan Hamara, Naya Shiwala, 
Himalya, Ram, Nanak, Conversation between Sheikh and Brahman, Himalya and the 
Ganges to name  a few. Similarly a good deal of his poetry unfolds the universal message 
of love and peace enshrined in the teachings of Islam and Bhakti Movement. His 
exposition of Islam is based on a political system that promotes human fraternity, justice 
and order in which he would see the redemption of the people of Asia. His Islamic 
philosophy offers peace and solace to the suffering multitude at the hands of 
imperialism.

There is a an urgent need to revisit the poetry of Iqbal in order to reconstruct our civil 
society on progressive lines which is ensured by the teachings of great savants of the 
East namely Rumi, Bhartarihari, Syed Jamaluddin Afghani, Vishwamitra and a host of 
others.

1. Themes of the Conference:
A) Iqbal: The Poet Politician
B) Poetry of Iqbal tinged with Democracy, Nationalism and Socialism
C) Iqbal: A Brahmin Pupil of Rumi
D) Iqbal and Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore
E) Iqbal and Indian Socio Political and Cultural Ethos
F) Iqbal, Islam and Bhakti Movement
G) Reception of the Persian Poetry of Iqbal in Afghanistan, Iran, Tajikistan and 

the West
H) Political and Social Thinkers in the works of Iqbal
I) Reception of the Persian and Urdu Poetry of Iqbal in Contemporary India 

and beyond
Any other theme relevant to the topic of the Conference       
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Political role of poetry in Plato and Muhammad Iqbal's Utopia

Many thinkers have developed their thoughts form of utopia. Plato and Muhammad Iqbal are among the thinkers who have 
developed their utopian thoughts. What is different about the utopia of these two thinkers can be seen in the poem and role 
of the poet in society and politics. This paper tries to explain the political and social position of poetry and poets in Plato's 
and Muhammad Iqbal's views. Generally, Plato has a negative and deterrent attitude toward the role of poetry and poets in 
utopia, while Muhammad Iqbal thoroughly believes in the positive and educational role of poetry in politics.

Abdolrasool Hasanifar

hasanifar@lihu.usb.ac.ir

 is an Assistant Professor of Political Science, Faculty of Social 
Sciences, University of Sistan and Baluchestan, Zahedan, Iran. He has obtained his Master's degree in 
Philosophy from Tarbiat Modares University in 2005 and was awarded Ph.D. on “Transmission from 
Political Philosophy to Politics in Plato's Thoughts” from the same university in 2012. Dr. Hasnifar has 
more than a dozen research papers published in various journals to his credit. He has also visited Italy 
for six months in connection with his research. He  is holding the position of Director at Institute for 
Research in Philosophy, Tehran University, Iran.



Impact of Iqbal's Persian Poetry in his Urdu Creations

Iqbal is, in the true sense, a wonder of literary creativity. He has carved a niche for himself  in the world of classics. It is 
astonishing that Persian and Urdu are not his mother tongues but his poetry in both the languages is sublime in its 
expression and art. He has a deep insight into Persian language and literature. His expression of poetic creativity is 
admirable and thought provoking. It is best known for his philosophical attitude towards life and society. He is 
undoubtedly a philosopher-poet of the East. No study of Iqbal is complete without learning the poetry of Persian and 
Urdu with sincere devotion. His Urdu poetry is great in its lucidity and melody but Persian poetry is greater in expression 
than Urdu and it has wider impact on Urdu. My effort will be based to pin point those factors which have influenced Urdu 
in a different perspective. Urdu poetry has received new genres and style of classical richness from Persian. Apart from 
communicative skill, subject matter is also highly influenced by Persian. Many innovative thoughts presented in Persian 
have stimulated Urdu poetry to a large extent. I will focus on the richness of Persian poetry of Iqbal that has widely shaped 
his poetical efficacy in Urdu. 

Abdul Haq

sarahhaq@gmail.com

 was born in 1939 in Jaunpur, U.P and obtained his M.A in Urdu literature and Ph.D. 
degree on Critical Assessment of Iqbaliyat from Gorakpur University in 1965. He had obtained a 
Master degree in Persian language and literature from Aligarh Muslim University in 1972. He joined 
Delhi University as lecturer of Urdu and served the institution for decades together and caused 
serious interests in his students to study the poetry and philosophy of Iqbal. He has been appointed   
Professor Emirates in Delhi University in 2013. He has many works to his credit: Iqbal ke Ibtedaei 
Afkar; Iqbal Aur Iqbaliyat and Sher-i-Rangin Nawa are some of his indispensable works as far as Iqbal 
Studies is concerned. 



A Brahmin Pupil of Rumi

Iqbal is one of the greatest Persian and Urdu poets of the subcontinent, and a thinker and an intellectual of 20th century. 
Iqbal's forefathers belonged to the Sapru Brahmin family of Kashmir. Some of them embraced Islam and migrated to Sialkot 
(presently in Pakistan) where Iqbal was born on 9th October 1877. Iqbal started his early education in Sialkot and for higher 
studies he went to Lahore and came in contact with Professor Thomas Arnold. Iqbal obtained his Master's Degree in 
Philosophy and his Ph.D. on “The Development of Meta-Physics in Persia” from Munich, Germany. His philosophical ideas 
started taking shape in the form of Persian and Urdu poetry which he used to overcome the ego and to understand the very 
purpose of Creator who created human beings for the welfare of society. During his stay in Europe he thoroughly studied 
Philosophy, the mother of all disciplines. Iqbal studied Sufism and Wahdatul Wajood and became the pupil of Rumi who was 
his real mentor. Iqbal had a wish to see Tehran as the Geneva of the East. He has a couplet in Persian where he is saying that you 
must see Iqbal because you cannot see a son of Brahmin in India familiar with the secrets of Shams Tabrez and Maulana Rum 
like him:

Mara bengar ke dar Hindustan digar nami bini
Brahman zade-yi Ramz Ashna e Rum o Tabriz ast

In this paper an effort has been made to understand the message of Iqbal's Persian poetry in particular and his Urdu poetry in 
general who imbibed from the poetic ocean of Rumi.

Aleem Ashraf Khan

aleemashrafkhan@gmail.com

 

 

obtained his M.A., M.Phil. & Ph. D. degrees in Persian language and literature 
from the Department of Persian, University of Delhi and started teaching career in the same Department since 
1994 as a Lecturer and promoted as Senior lecturer and Associate Professor. He is presently serving as Professor 
and Head Department of Persian, University of Delhi.  He is also acting as Dy. Coordinator of U.G.C's D.R.S. SAP II 
Program, and  has penned 6 books. One of his research works “Akhbar-al- Akhyar Fi Asrar al- Abrar” has been 
published from Iran (Society for the Appreciation of Cultural works and Dignitaries) in 2005. He has 60 research 
papers presented in the International conferences, symposiums and seminars in India and abroad. His field of 
specialization is Sufism and Indo- Persian literature and culture. His papers in English, Persian, Urdu and Hindi 
have been published in reputed research journals of India and abroad. 



A Review of Iqbal's Poetry from the Perspective of Critical Discourse Analysis of 
Fairclough

Present article seeks to analyze the social and political thoughts of Iqbal from the approach of critical discourse analysis. 
Iqbal continuously deals with ideology. He takes recourse to techniques and uses Quranic verses and oral traditions in his 
poetry to substantiate his claims. Paying his attention to the cultural environment as well as historical and social issues of 
those days in Iran he uses the tool of prognosis to convey the message to his readers. The Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) 
of Fairclough has been used for the analysis of the poetry of Iqbal to prove this point. The CDA gets underway in three 
stages of description, interpretation and analysis in the course of which the selection of words by Iqbal and likewise the 
social conditions prevailing in those times would be taken for analysis. CDA was first used by Zyllic Harris in 1952. It is an 
interdisciplinary approach to the study of discourse that views language as a form of social practice. Scholars working in 
the tradition of CDA generally argue that (non-linguistic) social practice and linguistic practice complement one another 
and focus on investigating how societal power relations are established and reinforced through language use. An analysis 
of the cautionary approach of Iqbal shows that most of the prognosis has religious aspects where he seems to be giving 
sermon on good and bad deeds.

Asieh Zabihnia Emran

asieh.zabihnia@gmail.com

 a doctorate in Persian literature from the University of Tehran 
is presently working as an Assistant Professor in the University of Payam e Nur, Yazd, Iran. She has 
more than 30 books and 100 research papers to her credit. Dr. Zabihnia has participated in 
several national and international conferences in Iran and abroad. Her contribution to the 
Persian language, literature and humanities has won her several awards nationally. She has 
guided more than fifty scholars at post graduation level. Dr. Zabihnia is also a recipient of best 
researcher award from the University Payam e Nur in 2017. She is also holding several academic 
and administrative posts in various academic bodies in Iran.



Iqbal and Critical Islam

Islamic and western societies have shown a gulf between them in the last two centuries. 
Intellectuals of both have tried to reconcile the two with their academic efforts. One such person 
was Muhammad Iqbal who had lived in the West and had initiated Islamic dialogue with the West. 
His outlook on Islam was critical in the sense that he defied stereotype practices in society and 
advocated for change on progressive lines. He pleaded for liberating people from despotism and 
exploitation and his Islamic doctrine helped people to follow the true teachings of Islam and 
develop their socio-political life and take their place in the comity of nations.  

Faramarz Mirzazadeh Ahmad Beiglou

f.mirzazade@gmail.com

 is a faculty in the Department of 
Political Science at the University of Guilan and Islamic Azad University, Karaj Branch. He has 
obtained his B.A., M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in Political Science from the University of Tehran, 
Iran. Dr. Mirzazdeh has four books to his credit. His latest work Critical Islam and Jihadi 
Salafis has been published in 2017. He has several research articles published in reputed 
journals and has also participated in various conferences. Dr. Mirzazadeh is also a member 
of the academic staff college, Islamic Azad University, Ilam Branch, Iran since 2006.

 



Concepts of Self and Other in the Political Thought of Allama Iqbal

Allama Iqbal Lahori is a contemporary Muslim thinker and scholar whose thoughts have had profound impact on the 
semantics and political matters of Islamic societies. The concept of “self” is one of the concepts stressed by Allama 
Iqbal. “Self” in Iqbal's thought is the ultimate truth in the world with strong or weak manifestations in external and 
concrete phenomena. “Self” is self-awareness, becoming the self, and seeking and finding the self; in other words, 
“self” is an understanding of the self, understanding of existence and past and present; it is an understanding of the 
relationship between the individual and existence, society, and history. It is an understanding of what role the 
individual has in society and what obligation he feels toward the universe, society, and history. Iqbal attaches great 
value to “individuality” and appraises the individual in relation to society. In so doing, he gives meaning to the concept 
of “other”, themes and concepts related to which can be sought in his works. This paper takes a phenomenological 
approach to analyzing the concepts of “self” and “other” in Iqbal Lahori's political thought.
Keywords: Phenomenology, self, other, Allama Iqbal Lahori

Garineh Keshishyan Siraki

g.keshishyan71@gmail.com

 is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at Islamic Azad University, South Tehran 

Branch. She was born in Tehran, Iran. She received her B.A. degree in Political Science at Islamic Azad University, Karaj Branch in 1994 
and her M.A. degree in 2000 and Ph.D. degree in Political Science at Islamic Azad University, Central Tehran Branch in 2010. She 
specializes in Islamic Political Thought, Islamic & Western Philosophy, Political Sociology and Political Methodology. She has 
published books and many articles in Persian and English. She is an Executive Editor of “International Journal of Political Science”. Dr. 
Keshishyan has “English Language Proficiency Cambridge Advanced Certificate Level” from University of Pretoria in South Africa. Her 
articles titled: Power, knowledge and legitimacy in the Political Thought of Imam Mohammad Ghazali; Power, knowledge and 
legitimacy in Khajeh Nasir Eldin Tusi's Thought and Political Barriers to the Realization of Civil Society in Islamic Republic of Iran 
deserve special mention. 



Iqbal: A Poet of Virtues

Muhammad Iqbal appears as a messenger on the literary scene of 20th century India with his lofty concepts of Khudi and 
Bekhudi to awaken the indolent people of Asia. The poet has composed his poetry not to rhyme words to become a 
famous poet but to show the right path to the Asians. He propounds human virtues in Indo-Persian society through his 
Persian and Urdu poetry. The poetry of Iqbal is full of dynamic ideas which propel people to take to virtuous life and shun 
evil path on which they easily walk. He expounds that love, passion, dream, desire, generosity, sacrifice etc. are the virtues 
of Man of Khudi who can reach the goals of life and promote culture and civilization and order in the world.  Muhammad 
Iqbal says that love is the most important element in the development of Khudi. Khudi without love is a life without any 
quality as well as quantity. Love plays its significant role in development and evolution of Khudi in man. The poetry of Iqbal 
is a repository of such values and thus he may be called as a poet of virtues. This is one of the dimensions of the multi-
faceted personality of the philosopher poet whom the people of Asia also call the Poet of the East.   

Golam Moinuddin

golam_moinuddingn@yahoo.co.in

 was a research scholar at the Centre of Persian and Central Asian Studies, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Delhi. He has completed his M.A, M. Phil. and Ph.D. from the same Centre. He has worked 
on “Symbolism in Asrar-i-Khudi” for his M. Phil. dissertation and on “Decoding the Secrets of Khudi and Bekhudi of 
Muhammad Iqbal” for his Ph.D. thesis. He has attended a refresher course of Persian language and literature in the 
University of Shiraz, Iran in 2011. He was a visiting faculty of Persian in the Centre for Study of Foreign Languages, 
School of Humanities in University of Hyderabad since January, 2015 till 13th March, 2017. At present he is an 
Assistant Professor in the Department of Persian in Maulana Azad College, Kolkata. He has attended several 
conferences and published many research articles and reports in India and abroad. He is a Secretary of IIPS.



The Politics of Friendship in the Poems of Mohammad Iqbal Lahori

Iqbal Lahori offers in his poems and political texts a certain political ontology that directly relates to the problem of self and 
the political existence of Muslims. The question now is what kind of politics Iqbal seeks for the Muslim Self and at the 
macro level for the Muslim World. Or, in other words, from a discursive point of view, what is the meaning of Iqbal's texts? 
The present paper assumes that political texts of Iqbal include speeches, poems, and political writings that place 
themselves within the framework of the discoursive practice of the unity of the Islamic World, so that their language can 
be used to produce certain politics at the socio-political level. In other words, the meaning of Iqbal's political texts is 
politics of friendship. To critique and explain this assumption, the author will use the critical discourse analysis of the 
Norman Fairclough.

Hassan Abniki

habniki@yahoo.com

 received his Master's degree in Political Science from Tarbiat e Modarres 
University in 2001 and was awarded Ph. D. in Political Philosophy from the same university in 2006. Dr. 
Abniki has authored 4 books and a dozen research papers published in various journals of 
international repute. His book titled “The Government in Contemporary Social Thought"(2014) and 
“On Governance” (2017) deserve special mention. Dr. Abniki has participated in several national and 
international conferences in Iran and abroad. He is presently working as Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Political Science, Islamic Azad University, South Tehran Branch, Iran.  



Reception of Asrar i Khudi in the Urdu Translation by Husain Mehdi Rizvi.

The Asrar i Khudi is the first collection of Persian poems of Allama Iqbal which has been published in 1915. In modern era 
translation plays a vital role to build bridges between two cultures. The Masnavi first acquired importance when it was 
translated by R.A. Nicholson in 1918 under the title “The Secrets of the Self”. Later it was translated into different 
languages such as Dari, English, Pushto, Urdu, etc. There were many translators who translated it into Urdu such as Abdul 
Rashid Fazil (1956), S.E. Rahman (1967), Husain Mehdi Rizvi (1975), Dr. Syed Hamid Husain (1978), Asmat Javid (1991), 
Miyan Abdul Rashid (1991). The translation of Husain Mehdi Rizvi is by far the best among all Urdu translations.
Husain Mehdi Rizvi (b. 31.12.1930) was one the successful translators of the works of Allama Iqbal. He was a lawyer by 
profession but he had a keen interest in Urdu language and literature. He showed his literary genius by composing Urdu 
poetry and writings such as Naqsh e Na Tamam (his collection of poetry), Daman Huriat Mein Gul Khush Nazar Hain Hur 
(Elegy), Islam Jubke Yourash Aada Mein Aagaya (Elegy), Ruh Sha'aur Jauhar i  Emaan Hain Muhammad ?  (Na't). He was 

inspired by writings of Iqbal and it seemed that he was a great exponent of Allama Iqbal's works such as Asrar i Iqbal, 
Rumoz i Iqbal, Allama Iqbal aur Radha Krishnan Ka Meyar e Shaksiyat, Khudi: Atom se Insaan Tak. These works stand 
witness to his deep study of Iqbal. Asrar i Iqbal of Rizvi is a poetic translation of Asrar i Khudi of Iqbal published in 1975. 
The book shows his poetic ability to translate from Persian into Urdu and his command over Perso-Urdu languages and 
literatures. The topic of my paper is the reception of Asrar i Khudi in Urdu translation by Rizvi: Merits and Demerits of the 
Translation.

Khalid Md. Zubair

zubair234jnu@yahoo.com

 teaches Persian language and literature in the Nawab Bahadur's 
Institution Murshidabad, West Bengal. He has graduated with Persian Honours from Calcutta 
University, Kolkata in 2007. He has studied M.A. Persian literature in 2009 and then obtained M. 
Phil degree from the Centre of Persian and Central Asian Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
New Delhi. Khalid knows Urdu, Persian, English, Hindi and Bengali and he is deeply interested to 
preserve the Perso Islamic heritage in Bengal. He has attended several national and 
international conferences. 



Mountains and hills in the poetry of Iqbal (with reference to his Urdu Poetry)

The poetry of Iqbal possesses diversity and peculiarity from every aspect. Many points can be derived from his poetry 
which is replete with the topics ranging from mysticism, philosophy, wit and humor, etc. Depiction of nature by Iqbal is not 
just for the sake of natural poetry rather he seeks to unearth the hidden secrets of the universe through it. In fact, he 
considers human being as the mirror of the divine beauty. Iqbal has left a masterpiece in poetry which is replete with 
mimesis, depiction of natural scene which has a cascading effect on the mind and hearts of the readers. He sometimes 
presents his poetry as a motivating force of deep mystical and philosophical thoughts. It is evident from the poetry of Iqbal 
that he has not only given special importance to mountains and hills, deserts and forests, morning and evening, sun and 
moon and the elevation of the sky in his poetry but also he has given a new dimension to it in terms meaning. From my 
research perspective, Iqbal is the only poet of Urdu who has altogether given a new dimension to the meaning of 
mountains and hills in his poetry. 

Khwaja Md. Ekramuddin

khwajaekram@gmail.com

 is a Professor of Urdu in the Centre for Indian Languages, School of Language, 
Literature & Culture Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University. New Delhi. He is serving in the Centre for Indian Languages, JNU 
for more than 18 years as a teacher of Urdu Literature. He is an eminent figure in the field of Urdu Literature and noted for 
his efforts to promote Urdu in the subcontinent. He has written 15 books on different literary topics and has also edited 
two Persian manuscripts. Apart from various awards like Best Teacher Award, Outstanding Achievement Award, etc. Prof. 
Khwaja is also a recipient of several National and international awards that have been presented to him in Japan, 
Germany, Turkey and Denmark. He served National Council for Promotion of Urdu Language Ministry of HRD Govt. of 
India New Delhi as director for three years. As Director of NCPUL he initiated steps to make Urdu compatible with modern 
technology and to protect, preserve and promote Urdu through modern technological means. Now he has initiated to 
promote Urdu through online learning, his website: www.onlineurdulearning.com is earning popularity worldwide.   



Mahmood Alam,

mahmood_jnu@yahoo.com

 recipient of UK-Visiting- Nehru Trust and Charles Wallace India Trust fellowships 2015-16, is 

presently working as Assistant Professor of Persian in the Dept. of Asian Languages, School of Arab and Asian Studies, English 
and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad. He has previously served Documentation Unit of Victoria Memorial Hall 
(Museum) Kolkata. Dr. Alam has obtained his M.A. and M.Phil in Persian from Jawaharlal Nehru University and Ph.D. from 
University of Calcutta, Kolkata. He has also reviewed the Persian Manuscripts in the collection of Victoria Memorial and 
prepared the catalogue of Professor Nurul Hasan's Arabic, Persian and Urdu books in the collection of Raj Bhavan, Kolkata. Dr. 
Alam has translated five short stories of Sadeq Hedayat into Urdu and published it under the title “Mujassama” for which West 
Bengal Urdu Academy conferred him with “John Gilcrist Award" in 2016. His area of specialization includes Indo-Persian 
Literature and Manuscriptlogy/ Codicology. Dr. Alam is associated with Persian Manuscript Initiative (PMI) 
www.persianmanuscript.org, programme a collaborative venture of the Roshan Institute for Persian Studies at the University 
of Maryland dedicated to the preservation and digital enhancement of Persian manuscripts.

Iqbal and Hyderabad

Hyderabad, once a princely state of south-central region of India, was ruled by Nizams between 1724 and 1948. The city 
also known as a New Isfahan because of its splendid architectural beauty also served as seat of Persian learning. The 
Nizams patronized poets, writers, nobles and men of letters and rewarded them for their intellectual achievements.

Allama Iqbal has travelled a lot during his life time. He visited many foreign countries and also travelled within India. Iqbal 
was a pen-friend of the Vazîr of Nizam, Maharaja Kishan Prasad and he first visited the city in 1910. However, Iqbal was 
considered a well know poet at Hyderabad before his visit and moreover, “Iqbal Club” had already been established to 
mark the poet's deep attachments with the state. Iqbal had visited Hyderabad twice; his first visit was on 23rd March 1910, 
and the second visit was at the invitation of Osmania University on 15th January 1929, where he was requested to deliver 
three lectures. It was during his first visit, Iqbal had the chance to pay a visit to the Qutb Shahi tombs. He was mesmerized 
by beauty and calmness of the tombs and was inspired to compose the poem titled “Guristân e Shâhî” which was later 
published in monthly journal Makhzan, Lahore in 1912. It was also argued that Iqbal's visit to Hyderabad was not personal 
and the poet was looking for a favour from the Nizams.
 
The present paper intends to discuss Iqbal's visits to Hyderabad which would unfurl many literary, historical and cultural 
events in the life of the poet. 



Iqbal's Tryst with the Poets in Jupiter

Iqbal's Persian poetry is one of the priceless gems in the treasure trove of Asian literature. Jawaid Nama is considered as the 
magnum opus of Iqbal in which he has discussed the universal conflict between virtue and vice. He has prophesied that good 
would prevail over evil in the long run. Iqbal has undertaken a long journey of seven planets: Moon; Mercury; Venus; Mars; 
Jupiter; Saturn and the Trans -Heaven in the pleasant company of Rumi. He meets illustrious men of history in the planets and he 
talks to them over a wide range of issues related to virtue and vice. He meets Hallaj, Ghalib and Qurratul Ain Tahireh in the planet 
Jupiter or Birjis or Mushtari  as they are called in Arabic and Persian. His meeting with the poets in Jupiter has been beautifully 
versified by him and he shows that they prefer to live in Jupiter rather than Paradise in order to enjoy the fruits of FREEDOM. 
Hallaj, Ghalib and Tahireh stand for human LOVE, SOCIETAL CHANGE and DEVELOPMENT OF SELF. These virtues are enshrined in 
the epic poem and the poet philosopher tries to inculcate them in his readers. My paper titled Iqbal's Tryst with the Poets in 
Jupiter shall replay this poetic dialogue at Jupiter in the Jawaid Nama
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in 2004.  Prior to joining, he received BA (Hons.) in 1999 and MA in 2000 with First Class First position in Persian literature. He was 
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Iqbal in the light of the translations of his works in Bengali language

Persian language had a deep impact on the Indian subcontinent. The Sufis, mystics, clerics etc. considered it as a language of 
religion, spirituality, intellectual  pursuits, etc. and made full use of the Persian language in the matters relating to education, 
religion and law. That is why persons with varying expertise were inclined to learn Persian. Bangladesh is regarded as one of the 
centers of Persian learning and Persian language is the cultural heritage of that country. Bangladesh boasts of a rich culture and 
civilization from olden days. Persian enjoyed the status of official language in this country for about six centuries (1204A.D. – 
1837 A.D.) During such a long period Persian language has left a deep impact on the social, political, cultural, literary, religious 
and intellectual lives of the people of the country. There have been valuable researches on life and works of the great literary 
figures of Persian literature in Bangladesh and the good work still goes on. Sir Muhammad Iqbal (1877 A.D.-1937 A.D.) who 
awakened the Muslims of the world from deep slumber chose Persian language to express his thoughts in his noble works. He 
has been appreciated by the academicians, scholars and researchers of Bangladesh. Almost all of his major works have been 
translated into Bengali language e.g Asrar e Khudi, Rumuz e Bikhudi, Javid Nama, Payam e Mashreq, Zabur e Ajam, Armugan e 
Hijaz,, Shikwa and  Jawab e Shikwa. The proposed paper shall discuss the translations of the works of Iqbal in Bengali language 
so that Iqbal could be better understood in the light of the translations of his works in Bengali language. 



The Message of Allama Iqbal to the Young Generation

Allama Iqbal was the most celebrated poet, philosopher and politician of Indian subcontinent in 20th  century. He 
composed a large number of poems in Persian and Urdu. He explained the teachings of Islam to the people of Asia through 
his various verses. He was quite successful to infuse Islamic teaching among the people. He not only gets inspiration from 
Islam but he beautified his poetry with the ideology of Islam. He called upon the people to follow Islamic teachings and get 
them educated. He did not oppose western education but he emphasized that the education without the essence of Islam 
is meaningless. He stressed upon the people that the education without religion cannot ensure the welfare of mankind. 
Moreover, Iqbal has described the condition of young generation and inspired the young generation to disregard blind 
western imitation, and to be self-confident, self-restraint and to develop one's own society. This article depicts the 
message of Allama Iqbal to the young generation.
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IMPERIALISM AS REFLECTED IN THE PERSIAN POETRY OF IQBAL

Sir Mohammad Iqbal was one of the most prominent figures of 20th century Islam. As a staunch pan Islamic poet he 
reflected on the plights of the Muslim world both in his prose and poetry.  Therefore, his poetry despite having 
philosophical content is apparently marked by political tone and tenor. Politics for Iqbal is an essential ingredient of his 
poetry, for he believes that politics divorced from religion would lead to tyranny. 
Iqbal was a staunch critic of democracy and imperialism. Iqbal saw democracy, accursed nationalism and degraded 
imperialism as an impediment to human brotherhood and an obstacle in the fulfillment of the ideals of liberty, 
fraternity and equality. Iqbal asserted that the people of Asia, particularly, are bound to rise against the acquisitive 
economy which the West had developed and imposed on the nations of the East.  The people of Asia, according to 
Iqbal, cannot comply with modern Western capitalism with its undisciplined individualism any more. 
Iqbal observed clearly the imperialist aspect of Western civilization. The shortcomings of modern Western civilization, 
at the level of theory and at the level of practice were clear to him. In his poetry Iqbal has tried to show the darker side 
of imperialism which has covered its face under the mask of Democracy, Nationalism, Communism, Fascism etc. 
Present paper would be an effort to present Iqbal's ideas of imperialism in the light of his Persian poetry. 
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Allama Iqbal  and Qadyaniat: An Objective Assessment

Iqbal's closeness with Amadiya cult has all along been a subject of controversy. Scholars and theologians in the Indian 
subcontinent have been discussing this subject since last several decades but no concrete inference could have been 
derived out of it. More interestingly, the subject crept into the politics of Pakistan. The embracing of Ahmadiya cult by some 
relatives of Iqbal especially his own nephew Sheikh Ejaz who is known for his controversial work in Urdu titled  Mazloom 
Iqbal  strengthened the notion of Iqbals' sympathy or his proximity with this cult. On the other hand, countless Islamic 
scholars of Pakistan including his own son Javed have proved through their writings that Iqbal always distanced himself from 
the false prophet hood of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadir and had no link with him or his faith. Both sections put their 
arguments with the help of the poet's prosaic and poetic writings. The proposed article will analyze the arguments of both 
sides and try to draw a decisive line on the subject. More importantly, the paper will focus on Iqbal's poetry more than his 
prose to come to any concrete conclusion.

Muzaffar Alam

drmuzaffaralameflu@gmail.com

 is a Professor in the Department of Arab Studies, The English & Foreign Languages 

University, Hyderabad. He has been teaching Arabic Language and Literature for the last sixteen years. His area of 
expertise is modern Arabic literature and Translation from Arabic into English and vice versa. He has written 3 
books namely “Contribution of Hindu scholars to the promotion of Arabic language in India”, “Islamic Madrasas 
in India: Prospect and Retrospect”, and “Ek Arab ghodsavarika ki Jeevan Katha”( Hindi translation of an Arabic 
Emirate novel). Besides, he has written around 60 articles on various literary issues which have been published in 
reputed research journals in India. Currently he is managing editor of “Seerah Muhammad” an Arabic Research 
journal” published from Hyderabad. Professor Alam has presented papers at around 50 national and 
international conferences.



Political Thinkers in the poetry of Iqbal

Iqbal is known as a poet and political thinker in our literary world. His intellectual legacy is his poetry through which 
he talks with the Creator and His creation. His political thoughts are covered under the colourful garb of his poetry. 
He invokes God to bless the youth of India and forgive their short comings in these words:

“Jawano ko soz e jigar bakhsh de.
Mera ishq meri nazar bakhsh de.”

His poetry covers the aspirations of the youth who will be the real architect of Ummah and they will shape and 
form the contours of politics, society and the state. His universal poetry is inclusive of all religions. His son Jawaid 
Iqbal thus writes: As far as Iqbal is concerned his total Hinduism was pushed into the shadow of Muslim politics.
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Development of Self in the poetry of Iqbal

Man is the most important creature in Universe who is endowed with vice regality of God on earth. He is entrusted 
to develop his Self and Nature. Iqbal found man of Asia in a deplorable situation who was living in abject ignorance 
and becoming the pawn at the hands of Imperialists. The poet takes inspiration from Rumi and gathers courage to 
unravel the secrets of development of Self to mankind. At the outset of his poetic message of Self is that Man must 
rise above selfishness and transfer himself from an atom to a sun or from a drop to an ocean. This realization comes 
from the dream of creativity and purpose of life. Self takes its nourishment from the power of love towards man 
and to uphold dignity and respect of mankind. He is a creative force in nature and his art forms  should be graceful 
and meaningful for the world and should not adversely affect man and nature. Ali is an icon of Selfhood who lived 
to establish the kingdom of God on earth. Man of Self uses his life time in the most creative and productive manner. 
The important elements that go into the development of Self, according to Iqbal are: Selflessness; Love for 
humanity; Dignity of Man; Creativity, Establishment of Divine Kingdom and Use of Time.
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Iqbal and Sufism

Sufism is a phenomenon which is an integral part of Islam. It is present in Islam as soul resides in human body. Iqbal 
who was a philosopher poet was an adherent of Qadri order of Sufism and enriched his poetry with precious gems 
of thoughts. He was a disciple of Rumi whose works formed the gospel of Sufism. Iqbal is the poet who engaged 
Man and God in lively conversation in his poems. He reveals the Secrets of the Sufism through his poetry such as 
death is life and at times life is death. He prefers a Qalander over a Sikander and teaches man to live a whole life in a 
moment. Hence, Sufism is an integral part of the poetry of Iqbal.



Iqbal and World Literature
 
Mohammad Iqbal's unique knowledge of world literature, both eastern and western, greatly influenced the poet's 
creation of a remarkable literary oeuvre in Persian and Urdu.  In his works, Iqbal acknowledges his literary and 
philosophical engagement with works of German authors and poets such as Goethe, Herder and Nietzsche, and at the 
same his preoccupation with numerous Islamic and Persian poets and philosophers. In a novel fashion, Iqbal fuses western 
and eastern ideas of literature, and through his work reinforces the idea of the universal aspects of literature that 
transcends boundaries and geographies. Iqbal's works forge a new world view that preserves values of the past, and yet is 
modern and progressive. In this presentation, I will examine Iqbal's universal ideas that gain meaning within the historical 
context of “Weltliteratur.” 
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Understanding the Hermeneutics of Democracy in the works of Iqbal Lahori

Democracy, as a method of government, provides a wide range of opportunities and results and requires specific institutions and 

conditions. How to establish democracy is one of the major concerns for many political thinkers. Allama Muhammad Iqbal 
thLahouri, a 20  century reformer and scholar, has expressed his mental challenges in his works and speeches. The purpose of the 

present paper is to understand and present these mental challenges and conflicts of Iqbal. To that end, the data are extracted 

from his works, and Ricoeur's text-based hermeneutics are used for data analysis. In this method, instead of studying the author's 

thoughts, personality, biography, and the specific historical context where he has lived, reference is made to the text and the data 

are directly extracted from texts. In order to organize the data extracted, reference has been made to features of democracy as 

determined by Robert Dahl. Once the data are organized, paradoxes are found in Iqbal's works and viewpoints with regard to 

Democracy
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Iqbal and Chhayâvâd

This lecture is going to show that Iqbal is much closer to the Hindi Chhayâvâd poets than to his contemporaries in Iran, 
despite his Pan-Islamism and his Persian poems. It will demonstrate this by analysing the structure of a poem by Iqbal 
with one of the Iranian poet Bahâr (who recommended Iqbal), and with one of Sûrykânt T. Nirâlâ. These examples will 
show that it is the discourses of late 19th century India that formed Iqbal, and that those of Iran remain rather alien to 
the framework of his poetry. If we allow the peculiar features of Iqbal's poetry (Khudî philosophy, Pan-Islamism) to be 
Iqbal's own, then we can justly call him a Chhâyâvadin with just some peculiar personal features.
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The Relation Between Freedom and Equality in THE POETRY OF Iqbal 

From the perspective of pluralist thinkers such as Isaiah Berlin and John Rawls, the construction of the world is a 
multipliedone, and on that basis, political values are numerous and varied. Values ??such as freedom, equality, 
security and prosperity are not absolute, but relative, and not necessarily consistent, but incompatible. The 
present article seeks to look at the works of Allamah Iqbal Lahori from this perspective and, through his words and 
writings. One finds the relation between the two categories of freedom and equality. For this purpose, the 
knowledge of hermeneutics will be used to understand the implied meaning of his works with regard to the 
context and time of his life. The hypothesis of this article is that  freedom and equality are compatible and  
feasible and possible.
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Iqbal : An Adorable Poet Of All Times

Muhammad Iqbal adopted the medium of poetry to write his rich experiences of life. He had lived in pre-independence days 
of Indian history in which the old order was changing and giving place to the new. He engaged himself to reconstruct his 
Islamic –Indic society and negotiate with the booming western culture in Asia. The poet had a profound sense of Islamic and 
Indian history   and he used best of literary expressions of Persian and Urdu to preach his political thoughts and ideas among 
his people. He poeticizes politics to make it pleasant and use it meaningfully for the socio-political progress of man and foster 
in him a better understanding of states craft ship. He has left behind enough food for thoughts for the present and future 
generations in his Urdu, Persian and English works. Now is the time to re-read his rich literary oeuvre where man can know 
the Secrets of Self and he would become Selfless to uplift his society. People would learn the basics of love and fraternity in 
his commonwealth of poetry which are adorned by Bhartarihari, Rumi, Syed Ali Hamadani, Ghani Kashmiri, Ghalib, Tahereh 
and Goethe to name a few. His poetry is indeed charming and full of love for humanity that makes Iqbal an adorable poet of all 
times.  
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