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There are many linkages between India and Afghanistan that have fostered neighboring 
relations between them. Two of them deserve special mention here. One is the Persian 
language and other is Sufism. Persian is a language of culture and Sufism. The Sufis of 
Khorasan have adopted Persian language to promote the power of truth, love and beauty 
among the people of Afghanistan and the Indian subcontinent. Khwaja Abdullah Ansari 
spoke simple Persian yet powerful to express the value of love and pleasure of seeking 
nearness to God. The Sufis are the “seekers of reality” and undertake long journey to reach 
out to the people who are in dire need of love and compassion. Therefore the saints from 
Chist Sharif travelled as far as Ajmer and Delhi, two important centers of Sufism in India to 
share the values of life with people of the regions. They made the universal teachings of 
Islam clear like crystal to them and proclaimed that all paths lead to the One Reality. Thus 
they united various peoples of India and fostered unity in diversity in our country. The songs 
of love and devotion began to be heard in their Khanqas and this gave birth to Sufi songs and 
music. The tradition which is still dear to the people in India. The seekers of truth followed a 
liberal and egalitarian path and love and human fraternity of Islam became prominent hall 
marks of Sufism. Dil be dast awar ke haj-i- Akbar ast (Win a heart and and you have 
performed the great Haj) or Har quam ra hast rahi, deeni wa qiblagahi ( Every group of 
people has a path and a goal). These sublime words were spoken through the medium of 
Persian of Chisht and became the house hold words in India. Thus Persian and Sufism are 
the bondages that link Herat with Ajmer. Institute of Indo Persian Studies and Naw andishan 
Culrural- Social Organisation are hosting the Conference in the fitness of things to cement 
the bond between the two countries and promote the heritage of Persian language and 
Sufism in Afghanistan and India.

Professor Syed Akhtar Husain

President

IIPS

IndiaMessage 





India and Afghanistan share a long history of cultural and civilizational bond. These bonds, especially the period after Taliban, 

have opened an altogether a new chapter in the socio-economic and political relations of the two countries. Educational aids, 

investment in long term projects and setting up of infrastructures viz. Afghan Parliament, the construction of friendship bridge 

'Salma' in the living valley of Harirood, erection of the longest flag of Afghanistan on a hill in Kabul, coupled with strong socio-

cultural relations are some of the symbols of the proud and colorful relations between the two countries. 

Likewise, Islamic mysticism and its various forms have a deep rooted impact on the development of comprehensive culture of 

the two countries. One of the mystical linkages bringing the two countries closer is the Chishti Order of Mysticism. Chisht is one 

of the districts of the Heraat province from where the Chishti Order of Sufism originated and developed and has a number of 

followers worldwide. This Sufistic order has been developed in Ajmer by Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti and after him by Nizamuddin 

Auliya in India.

The Chishti order is one of the most important and effective Sufi orders which has played a crucial role in socio-political history of 

Afghanistan and the Indian subcontinent and has followers in both the countries. “The Sufism of Chishti order from Herat to 

Ajmer” is a mystical and cultural conference being organized by New andishan Cultural-Social Organization of Herat and 

Institute of Indo-Persian Studies with the financial assistance from India-Afghanistan foundation. 

I feel privileged to be a part of such an important conference as the President of the New andishan Cultural-Social Organization 

(Bonyad-e Madani-e Nau Andeshan) which is also one of the organizers of the conference. On behalf of the people of Herat I 

welcome you all who have come all the way from India and other parts of Afghanistan. Considering the long history of friendly 

relations between India and Afghanistan in various spheres, we decided to bring this level of friendship between the two 

countries to a new height by organizing Chishti Festival in Herat so that the relations be further strengthened. Bonyad e Madani 

–e Nau Andishan and Institute of Indo-Persian Studies, by organizing this conference, seek to keep the tradition of Chishti Order 

intact which always advocates peaceful co-existence and brotherhood. 

Every year a lot of people from Afghanistan visit the shrine of Nizamuddin Auliya and Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti and similarly the 

followers of this order also long for visiting Chisht, the birth place of these mystics. This mystical and spiritual relation is so strong 

that it has not lost its sheen over times. In fact this spiritual relation has been binding the people of the two countries together.  

Salma River in Chisht district built by India has given a new facelift to this region and has brought with it hopes, ideals and 

prosperity to the people of Afghanistan for which we shall always be indebted to the Indian government and its people. 

Today, the district of Chisht in Herat, the Chishti Order and Salama Bridge are some of the multi-dimensional facets of Indo-

Afghan relations. The efforts of the Cultural Counsellors of the countries are highly commendable in this regard. 

I deem it necessary to express my sincerest gratitude to India-Afghanistan foundation, Indian Consulate in Herat and the 

Governor of Herat, Ministry of Information and Culture, the Foreign Ministery, the Literary Society of Herat and the local 

administration of Herat. 

My thanks are also due to the Professors and litterateurs of India and Afghanistan for participating in this conference.   

Thanks and regard for all.

Somaia Ramish

President

Naw andeshan Cultural-Social Organization

Message 





Programme

Inauguration

10:30 A.M

Recitation from the Quran

National Anthems of India and Aghanistan

Sufi Music and Lunch

Saturday, 1 September 2018

Marmar Hall, Arg Hotel, Herat

Ms. Somaia Ramish, 

Janab Mohammad Asif Rahimi

 Janab Syed Fazil Sancharki

Janab Syed Salman Chishty,

 Mr. Hamid Tahzeeb, 

H.E. Shri Kumar Gaurav,

Janab Nasrullah Partaw Naderi

 Professor Daud Munir

Professor Syed Akhtar Husain,

Professor Aleem Ashraf Khan,

Welcome Address:  President Naw andishan Cultural-Social Organization

Address of the Hon' ble Governor of Herat 

Address of the Hon' ble Deputy Minister of Information and Culture

Inaugural Address:   Chairman Chishti Foundation, Ajmer Sharif

Remarks of the Guest of Honour: Secretary IAF, Delhi Chapter

Remarks of the Chief Guest:  Consul General, Indian Consulate, Herat

Recitation of poem by the eminent poet 

Address of President Literary Society of Herat

Presidential Address:  President Institute of Indo Persian Studies, 

India

Vote of Thanks:  Vice President Institute of Indo Persian Studies, India



st1  Academic Session
14:00-15:00

nd2   Academic Session
15:30-17:00

Chair: Nasrullah Partaw Naderi & Afsar Rahbeen

Frouzan Amiri
Herat: A Foundation-head of Chishti Sufism

Muzaffar Alam
Sufism in India and its Impact on Society

Nasir Rahyab

Chair: Syed Salman Chishty & Aleem Ashraf Khan

Syed Akhtar Husain

Mahmood Alam
A Few Treatises of Khwaja Gesudaraz Bandah Nawaz from the collection of Oriental 
Manuscript Library, Hyderabad and The Asiatic Society, Kolkata

Afsar Rahbeen
Khwaja Gharib Nawaz: A Patron of Arts

Naron Rejai
Chisht: A Cradle of the Saints of Chishti Order



Sunday, 2 September 2018
Marmar Hall, Arg Hotel, Herat

Lunch

rd3    Academic Session
10:30-12:30

th4    Academic Session
14:30-15:30

Valedictory 

Chair: Syed Akhtar Husain & Somaia Ramish

Mohd. Dawood Munir

Homayoun Mohtaat

Mahtab Alam

Aleem Ashraf Khan
Traces of Universal Brother hood in Fawaidul Fawad of Hazrat Nizamuddin Aulia

Khwaja Ekramuddin
Relevance of Sufism in the Subcontinent
 
Md Abrarul Haque
Sufi Discourse in Tuti Nama of Ziauddin Nakhshbi

Golam Moinuddin
Sufis of Chishti Order in the Writings of Muhammad Iqbal

Chair: Aleem Ashraf Khan & Mahmood Alam

Abid Hossain
Sufistic movement and its deep impact on the life and society of Bengal with special 
reference to the role of the Sufis of Chishti Order
Md Firoz Alam
The Role of NCPUL in the Development of Sufism
Nasreen Hossain
Sufism in Bengal
Nadeem Akhtar





Participants 
&

Abstracts





Abid Hossain  is an Assistant Master in Persian, Anglo Persian Department, 
Calcutta Madrasah and a guest faculty in the Department of Arabic and Persian, 
University of Calcutta. He is a reputed scholar of Persian. He is having Master Degree 
and Ph. D from Calcutta University and completed modern Persian language and 
literature course from Tehran, Iran in the Year 1997. He attended several national 
and International Seminars, conferences and refresher courses in India and Iran and 

presented papers on various topics. Amozish-i-Farsi-e- Emruz and Seh Numayish 
Nameyh are the books compiled by him. He will present a paper on “Sufistic movement 

& Its deep impact on the life and society of Bengal with special reference to the role of the 
Sufis of Chishti Order”. 

Sufistic movement and Its deep impact on the life and society of Bengal with special reference 

to the role of the Sufis of Chishti Order.

Islam under the garb of Sufistic movement, brought about  significant changes in the life 
and society of this part of the world and Bengal didn't lack far behind. As we know the doctrines of 
Sufism are mainly based on God and Man, and the relation between them i.e. Love. Entire Sufi 
theosophy revolves round these pivots which are so intimately connected with one another that 
one cannot go without the other. Sufis were completely indifferent to the world and its pleasures 
and considered it an illusion which can allure men to destruction. So, they warned people against 
entanglement in the snare of this illusory world. As one of the greatest Sufis Bu' Ali Qalander 
opines:

“ Be careful of the love of the world and be careful of it ;
Suck not the blood of your heart for bread and wealth”

Makhdum Shaykh Jalaluddin  of Tabriz was the earliest among sufis who came to Bengal even 
before the stablishment of Delhi Sultanat and the conquest of Bengal by Ikhteyar uddin bin 
Bakhteyar  Khalji and settled in Pandua. He preached in Bengal for more than twenty years 
and by his wonderful miracles, enthusiastic preaching and lavish charity, he won the hearts of 
people and hundreds and thousands of people converted to Islam. He was followed by Shaykh 
Akhi Sirajuddin Badayuni, Shaykh Alauddin Ala ul Haq, Shaikh Nuruddin Qutub- I- Alam, 
Shaykh Husamuddin Manikpuri, Shaykh Rada Bayabani, Shah Gada, Syed Shah Nimatullah, 
Shah Nasiruddin Nikmardan, Pir Badruddin, Mullah Atauddin, Shah Ismail Ghazi etc. The 
above topic shall be discussed in detail in the proposed paper.



Afsar Rahbeen is a poet, critic, researcher, translator and journalist etc. He 

hails from Shaka village in the Bagram district of Parwan province. Mr. Rahbeen is 

a multilingual personality and has command over various languages including 

Dari Persian, Pashto, Urdu, English and Indic Arabic. Dr. Rahbeen has held 

various academic, cultural and diplomatic posts from time to time. He has been 

Chairman of Art and Literature, National Radio Television of Afghanistan, 

Chairman Art and Literature, Ministry of Information and Culture, Afghanistan. He has 

also been cultural attaché of Afghanistan to New Delhi and Tehran. He has also been the Chairman of 

National Archive and held many other key posts.  Dr. Rahbeen is a fine poet and avid researcher is evident 

from his various poetic compositions and important literary works. His poetic compositions comprise of 

Dar Khatt-e Faasle-ha, Tarana ha-e Shabangahi, Man-o Maadram etc. He has also composed poetry in 

Urdu and possesses a collection of Urdu poetry entitled Zakhm. Dr. Rahbeen has worked extensively on 

India and its literature and translated many Indian works into Dari.  He is credited with the translation of 

Ghubar-e Khatir, Kulliyat-e Iqbal, Zarb-e Kaleem, Armughan-e Hijaz etc. into Dari.  His Dari translation of 

Yadgar-e Ghalib is ready for publication. Moreover, he also presented scholarly papers in the seminars and 

conferences held in  Afghanistan and abroad. 

Khawaja Gharib Nawaz : A Patron of Arts.

Any discourse on Islamic Sufism which does not mention of two names remains incomplete. They are Ali 
Hujweri Ghaznavi Data Gunj Bakhsh and Khawaja Moinuddin Chishti Gharib Nawaz of fifth and sixth 
centuries respectively. Hazrat Hujveri wrote the Kashful Mahjub the first Sufi book in the subcontinent and  
gained immortal fame. The Chisti Sufis adopted songs and music in tasaffuf and paved the way for its 
propagation among its seekers in the subcontinent. The path of Khawaja Gharib Nawaz not only attracted 
the Muslims of India but also people belonging to other religions. The Khawaja chose music and songs to 
solace mankind and bring them closer to each other. He combined the ethos of Hinduism and Islam in a 
Sufic harmony and accommodated mosque and temple together in the Sufi space. Even today people from 
diverse religious faiths and beliefs converge on his shrine in Ajmer. He believed in the power of humanity 
and not in the power of sword. Love, harmony and music are  predominantly felt in the shrine of Khawaja 
and  attract people from all walks of life.
   



Aleem Ashraf Khan

 "Traces of universal brother hood in Fawaidul fawad of Hazrat Nizamuddin Aulia" 

 obtained his M.A., M.Phil. & Ph. D. degrees in Persian 

language and literature from the Department of Persian, University of Delhi and started 
teaching career in the same Department since 1994 as a Lecturer and promoted as 
Senior lecturer and Associate Professor. He is presently serving as Professor and Head 
Department of Persian, University of Delhi.  He is also acting as Dy. Coordinator of 

U.G.C's D.R.S. SAP II Program, and  has penned 6 books. One of his research works 
“Akhbar-al- Akhyar Fi Asrar al- Abrar” has been published from Iran (Society for the 

Appreciation of Cultural works and Dignitaries) in 2005. He has 60 research papers presented 
in the International conferences, symposiums and seminars in India and abroad. His field of specialization is 
Sufism and Indo- Persian literature and culture. His papers in English, Persian, Urdu and Hindi have been 
published in reputed research journals of India and abroad.

India is a land of multiple religion , culture, caste and creed. In this country from the very old ages the rishies, 
munies, the  peer and faqirs are showing us the path of spirituality and righteousness .  Hazrat Nizamuddin 
Aulia was one  of the very prominent Sufis of Chishti Order of 14th century India. One of his pupils Amir 
Hasan Sijzi has collected the sayings and the sermons of his mentor Hazrat  Nizamuddin Aulia. This collection 
is known as Fawaedul Fawad.   In this research paper, an effort has been made to highlight the moral and 
ethical values of Chishti Order. Those teachings are still relevant in the 21st Century for the welfare of human 
kind.   Keywords: Hazrat Nizamuddin Aulia, Fawaedul Fawad, Chishti teachings, and Amir Hasan Sijzi.

 



Foruzan Amiri presently teaches in the Faculty of Literature, University of Kahkasan 

(East). She has been a member of the literary society of Herat for 10 years and at 

present she is the guiding member of the Herat society. Dr. Amiri's areas of 

specialization are fiction writing and literary criticism and researches. She started 

writing fiction with the emergence of the Literary Society of Herat and presently the 

editorship of the fiction section of the association of young writers of Herat Literary 

Society. Besides fiction writing, Dr. Amiri's other areas of interest include literary 

criticism and research.  Her articles entitled the position of Kazmi in the resistance poetry of 

Afghanistan, storytelling of Maulana Jami and Mantaq-ut tair of Attar have been well-appreciated in the 

academic circles. She has also written critical appreciation of various well known works of Persian 

literature which establishes her as a strong literary critic. 

Herat: A Fountain- head of Chishti Sufism

The village of Chisht Sharif is one the divisions of the Province of Herat in Afghanistan. It is the birth place of 
the   Chishti Order. The Chishti Order is one of the four important Silsilas of Sufism in Islam. It has given 
birth to famous Sufis of the Order. Chisht Sharif has remained an important centre of Sufism since the fifth 
century of the Islamic calendar in the region of Khorasan. Eminent Sufi masters such as Abu Ishaq Shami, 
Khawaja Abu Ahmad Abdal Chishti,  Khawaja Sultan Modud Chishti and their successors have attained 
great fame in tasaffuf. Still the Sufis of Herat try their best to keep the lamp of Sufism lit in the region. My 
paper shall cover the currents and cross currents of Sufism in Herat through the ages and the importance 
of Sufi songs and music in the development of tasaffuf in Herat. It shall also focus on the present status of 
Sufism in the region. I shall also discuss the present Sufi masters who are promoting Sufism in their dargahs 
in Chisht Sharif.



Golam Moinuddin  was a research scholar at the Centre of Persian and Central 
Asian Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. He has completed his M.A, 

M. Phil. and Ph.D. from the same Centre. He has worked on “Symbolism in Asrar-i-
Khudi” for his M. Phil. dissertation and on “Decoding the Secrets of Khudi and 
Bekhudi of Muhammad Iqbal” for his Ph.D. thesis. He has attended a refresher 
course of Persian language and literature in the University of Shiraz, Iran in 2011. 

He has presented papers in conferences and seminars in India and abroad. 
He was a visiting faculty of Persian in the Centre for Study of Foreign Languages, 

School of Humanities in University of Hyderabad. At present he is an Assistant Professor         
of Persian in the Department of Persian in Maulana Azad College, Kolkata.  

Sufis of Chishti Order in the Writings of Muhammad Iqbal
Sufism or Tasawwuf is described and interpreted in many  ways. Muhammad Iqbal also discussed 
Sufis, Sufi literature and Sufism in his writings. He wrote a letter to his friend in which he mentioned 
that he  writing a book on Tarikh-i-Tasawwuf or History of Sufism. He writes about Sufism in that 
letter
“That part of Sufi literature which deals with morality and action is very valuable because it glows hearts of 

the readers. Its philosophical part is worthless and in my opinion it's against the teachings of the Quran.”
Iqbal critically deals with Sufism and its teachings in his writings. He does not accept the “mystic 
quietism”. He discards  or intoxication of Sufism but praises  or sobriety of Sufism in his Persian Ñ Ó̃ æÍÕ
and Urdu writings. Iqbal praises the Sufis who discarded mystic quietism and played their role 
actively in the society. I shall present my paper on Sufis of Chishti Order in the writings of Muhammad 
Iqbal. 



Hamid Tahzeeb  was born in 1980 in Kabul-Afghanistan.He is currently serving 
at the Embassy of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, New Delhi in the capacity of 

first secretary and political in charge and IAF Secretary. Before being posted to 
India, he served as Deputy General Director for Policy and Strategy 
Development in Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Afghanistan (MOFA).He was the 
head of the office for deputy foreign Minister –Afghanistan in MOFA. He served 
as Desk in charge for NATO-ISAF as well as OSCE in MOFA. He has been 

Afghanistan’s Representative to Bali Process” Human trafficking and irregular 
movement”. Mr. Tahzeeb holds Master degree in International Relations from 

Kingston University, London-UK and Bachelor degree on Political Science from 
Ramjas College,  Delhi University, India and currently pursuing his PHD.He speaks  

Dari, Pashto, English, French and Urdu.



Homayoun Mohtaat 

Esteqlal High school in Kabul in 1988. He then graduated from University of 
Delhi with a bachelor's degree in Political Science in 1992. Mr. Mohtaat 
joined foreign service in the same year and has served in many diplomatic 
missions abroad till 1999. 

In 2000, he immigrated to the US and settled in San Diego, California. He joind 
university again and graduated with Bachelor's degree in Computer Science 

and Master's Degree in Information Management Systems from Regis University, 
Colorado. Upon completing his degree, he worked in various managerial positions in 

top companies in San Diegi, California and also worked as part time professor in many universities in 
California. In 2003 he joined US department of Defense in Monterey Bay, California and worked in 
various supervisory positions till 2007. In 2007 Mr. Mohtaat returned to Kabul and worked as Advisor 
to the Minister of Interior from 2007-2010. In 2011, he was appointed Technical Director of 
Afghanistan National Electronic Identity Card Department(ENID). After two years, he become General 
Director of the same department. In 2015, upon a directive from the Afghan President, the National 
Electronic Identity Card Department and Population Registray Department were merged as one 
deparment and Mr. Mohtaat was appointed the new entity's acting Director-General. In 2016, upon 
decree of the Afghan President, the department become independent of the Ministry of Interior and it 
was renamed Afghanistan Central Civil Registration Authority (ACCRA), reporting directly to the 
President. Upon a presidential decree, Mr. Mohtaat was appointed its new Director (a cabinet-level 
position). Mr. Mohtaat as been accredited as the founder and designer of Afghanistan national 
electronic identity system that is planned to be officially launched in November, 2017. Mr. Mohtaat has 
many publications to his credited and also holds an additional Master's degree in Strategic 
Management with distinction from the renowened University of Southampton, England. He is married 
to Ms Somaia Ramish, who is a member of the Herat National Assembly. He has extended his co-
operation to IIPS and NACSO to host the conference at Herat.

born in October 22, 1972,  graduated from 



Khwaja Md. Ekramuddin is a Professor in the Centre of Indian Languages, 
School of Language, Literature and Culture Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, 

New Delhi. He is an author of 17 books and recipient of several national and 
international awards. He served National Council for Promotion of Urdu 
Language, Ministry of HRD Govt. of India as Director for three years. As Director  
National Council for Promotion of Urdu Language,(NCPUL) Ministry of HRD, 
Govt. of India New Delhi, initiated steps to make Urdu compatible with modern 

technology and to protect, preserve and promote Urdu through modern 
technological means. Now he has initiated to promote Urdu through online learning, 

his website: www.onlineurdulearning.com has earning popularity worldwide. His 
experience is Sufism and he studiessufism through perspective of all school of thoughts 

Relevance of Sufism in the subcontinent

Sufism is a school of thought which has been recognised all over the world. It has an ancient history which 
has existed side by side with religion. It is a form of worship and mediation which has attracted people 
from all religions and beliefs. The quaint essence Sufism is discernable in all the ancient religions namely 
Zoroastrianism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity and Hinduism. Even Greek masters preached a form of 
Sufism in their philosophy to reform and refine human society.  The Muslims began to practice it and 
assumed the name of Islamic Sufism. This school of thought enabled Man to gain access to his Creator. 
Sufism manifested itself in India along with Bhakti and Astha which has made individual life simple and his 
thoughts lofty. It helped people to foster fraternity among themselves and the Sufi master helped people 
to develop an indifferent outlook towards materialism and gold and silver. In the great Khanqahs Sufis, all 
people are treated alike and the Sufi master encouraged them to partake of same meals and treat all 
equally. Great is the man who fears God and obeys Him devotionally. 



Mahmood Alam, 
India Trust fellowships 2015-16 is presently working  as Assistant Professor of 

Persian in the Dept. of Asian Languages, School of Arab and Asian Studies, 
English and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad. He has previously served 
as Documentation and Research Officer (Technical Assistant) in Victoria 
Memorial Hall (Museum) Kolkata. Dr. Alam has obtained his M.A. and M.Phil in 
Persian from Jawaharlal Nehru University and Ph.D. from University of Calcutta, 

Kolkata. He has also reviewed the Persian Manuscripts in the collection of 
Victoria Memorial and prepared the catalogue of Professor Nurul Hasan's (Former 

Governor of West Bengal) Arabic, Persian and Urdu books in the collection of Raj 
Bhavan, Kolkata. He has several research articles in Persian, English, and Urdu to his credit and 
participated in several national and international conferences in India and abroad. He is recipient of 

thProfessor Abha Kulsheeshtha 'Najma' prize for Arabic, Persian and Iranian section in 46  All India Oriental 
Conference, 2012. He is a life member of the Asiatic Society, Kolkata; General Secretary of Institute of 
Indo Persian Studies; member of The Islamic Manuscript Association (TIMA) Cambridge, UK, and 
associated with several academic bodies. Dr. Alam has translated five short stories of Sadeq Hedayat into 
Urdu and published it under the title “Mujassama”for which West Bengal Urdu Academy conferred him 
with “John Gilcrist Award. His area of specialization includes Indo-Persian Literature and Manuscriptlogy/ 
Codicology. Dr. Alam is associated with Persian Manuscript Initiative (PMI) www.persianmanuscript.org, 
a collaborative venture of the Roshan Institute for Persian Studies at the University of Maryland, USA, the 
School of Library and Information Science at Kent State University and Hill Museum and Manuscript 
Library, USA dedicated to the preservation and digital enhancement of Persian manuscripts in world.

A Few Treatises of Khwâjah Gesûdarâz Bandah Nawâz from the collection of Oriental Manuscript 
Library Hyderabad and The Asiatic Society, Kolkata

Sayyid Muhammad b. Yusuf Husayni commonly known as Khwâjah Gesûdarâz Bandah Nawâz (1321-1422 
A.D) of Gulbargah, Deccan, now a city in Karnataka State, is regarded as the most celebrated sufi saint of 
Chishti silsila of his time. He was direct disciple of Sheikh Nâsiruddin Muhammad Chirâg-i Delhi, the 
successor of Hazrat Nizâmuddin Auliya (d. 1325). It was on the command of his master; Khwaja 
Gesudaraz migrated to Gulbargah, then capital of Bahmani Kingdom of Deccan in southern India. The 
rulers of Bahmani Kingdom treated him with great respect. Within a very short span of time, Khwâjah 
Gesûdarâz spread the teachings of Chishti order and attracted hundreds and thousands of devotees to 
his Khanqah at Gulbargah Sharif. Like his predecessors, Khwâjah Gesûdarâz was a prolific scholar and left 
many works to his credit. Among his works mention may be made of Hadâ'iq ul Uns; Wajûdul 'Ashiqîn; 
Asmârul Asrâr; Irshâd us Sâlekîn;Risâlah-i Tauhîd-i Khwâs; Risâlah-i Manzûm dar Azkâr; Risâlah-i Azkâr-i 
Chishtiyah;Sharh-i bait-i Hazrat Amîr Khosrû; Borhân ul 'Ashiqîn; Malfûzât; Maktûbât; translation of 
Risâlah-i Qushairî to name but a few. 
The Oriental Manuscript Library and Research Institute at Hyderabad and the Asiatic Society, Kolkata 
have many copies of the works in manuscript form. The present paper shall deal with the selected 
treatises which portray the teachings of Chishtiya order propounded by Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya in 
Delhi.
Peace and prosperity, unity in diversity amongst people of various faiths reached to Deccan, and 
continues to attract thousands of devotees till today. This thread of unity and peace spread in southern 
India not through stress or pressure but promoted by the vision and vigils of Shâhinshâh-i Deccan, Hazrat 
Khwâjah Gesûdarâz Bandah Nawâz, the pioneer of Chisthiya order in South India. 

recipient of UK-Visiting- Nehru Trust and Charles Wallace 



Mahtab Alam had his education in Jaunpur and Aligarh Muslim University. He got 
his PhD in Political Science from AMU, India in 2000. He was Executive Member of MP 
Urdu Academy and Joint Editor of the weekly newspaper: Haritma published from 
Aligarh. He has participated in poetic symposia held at Dubai, Kuwait, Iran and several 
other countries. He is an activist in the field of promotion of Urdu and Hindi languages 
and author of several books and articles. He has received many awards for his 

contribution to Urdu Journalism and Urdu language and literature.  He is a principal 
correspondent of News 18 Channel in India



Md Abrarul Haque is a research scholar in Centre of Persian and Central Asian 
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India. He has completed his 

M.A. in Persian Studies and his M.Phil dissertation titled A literary Study of Tuti 
Nama of Ziyauddin Nakhshabi which has been submitted to the same Centre 
for the award of degree. He has got Diploma in Modern Arabic N.C.P.U.L 
(MHRD) New Delhi. He has presented a paper titled “Status of Persian 
Language in Madrasas of India” at Department of Linguistic, Aligarh Muslim 
University, Aligarh, U.P. He has participated in International Conference 

“The  B l ind  Owl : Hooting  for  80  Years” , and  “Pol it ics  o f  the  Poetry  o f  
Muhammad Iqbal” hosted by IIPS in New Delhi. 

Sheikh Ziyauddin Nakhshabi (d.1350 A.D) was a Persian writer, poet, Sufi and a connoisseur of literature 
who lived during the time of Delhi Sultanate. He had translated the Shuka Saptati a Sanskrit text into 
Persian and named it the Tuti Nama. He rendered it into 52 Indian Nights narrating fables and tales, 
reflecting Indian culture, life and society of the early medieval period. Nakhshabi was a prolific writer 
who used his knowledge of Indian language and invested rich repertoire of astrology, medical science, 
Sufism, gems of poetry, wisdom of Arabic literature, etc. in the Tuti Nama, which were not discernable in 
the original Sanskrit text of the Shuka Saptati. The literary texture of the Tuti Nama is more refined than 
the Shuka Saptati and offers a larger scope of socio linguistic study of the text.
There is no denial that Nakhshabi belongs to the Chishti Order of Sufism. The Chisti Order was 

thpredominantly in vogue in the 14  century India. He has many works of Sufism to his credit such as Silk us 
Soluk and Juzyat o Kulliyat. But he has incorporated a fair amount of Sufism in his literary work the Tuti 
Nama. Dil and Zaban are the components of mysticism. The former is the abode of God and man uses the 
latter for Zikr. He should not worship the static object which he himself creates, Similarly the paragon of 
Sufis is Sultan ul Arefin. Four is a numerical code which reveals the four humours of life; the four devine 
books; the four righteous  Caliphs of Islam; and four unfolds the pillars of Islamic philoshphy- Shariat, 
Tariqat, Marfat and Haqiqat. Nakhshabi has beautifully blended Sufism with literature in the Tuti Nama.

Sufi Discourse in Tuti Nama of Ziauddin Nakhshabi



 Mohd. Dawood Munir was born in Herat and received his early education 

from there. He graduated from Herat University and served as a faculty in the 

same university and  rose to the position of the Chairmanship of the Faculty of 

Arts, University of Herat. In the meantime, he has traveled to Tajikistan and 

obtained his Masters and Doctorate degrees from the Faculty of Literature, 

the National University of Tajikistan. He came back to Afghanistan and joined 

faculty of literature, University of Herat. He was also elected Chairman of the 

Literary Society of Herat. He has five research works to his credit till date and 

contributed a number of articles in various reputed journals of Afghanistan and abroad. He shall have 

presentation on the theme of the conference. 



Md. Firoz Alam is an Assistant Education Officer in the National Council for 

Promotion of Urdu Language, Ministry of Human Resources Development, 

Government of India, New Delhi.He has Master's degree in Education from Jamia 

Millia Islamia, New Delhi and M.Phil in Education Maurai Kamraj University, 

India.He has organized several national and international seminars for the 

promotion of Urdu language in India.He has several publications in the field of 

education to his credit. He has compiled the publications of NCPUL in Urdu related 

to Sufism. He believes that like Persian , Urdu is also an apt medium for the 

expression of Sufi literature. Urdu literature has produced many Sufi poets such as 

Mir Dard, Ghalib, Jigar and last but not the least Muhammad Iqbal.   

The Role of National Council for Promotion of Urdu Language in the Development of Sufism

National Council for Promotion of Urdu language has published many books in Urdu. There are many books which 

have been published on various subjects like culture and civilization. There has been ample influence of mystics, 

saints and spiritual leaders on Indian customs, culture and civilization. Wherever, there is a discourse on culture 

and civilization, it is mandatory to talk about saints and mystics and spiritual leaders in India. Therefore, several 

books have been published by National Council for Promotion of Urdu language on the subject matter of Sufism. 

Sufism unfolds Indian culture and ethos.   NCPUL has published many books of poetry of mystic poets and Bhakti 

terminology.



Muzaffar Alam i
& Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad. He has been teaching Arabic 

Language and Literature for the last sixteen years. His area of expertise is 
modern Arabic literature prose & poetry and translation from Arabic into 
English and vice versa. He has written three books namely “Contribution of 
Hindu scholars to the promotion of Arabic language in India”, “Islamic 
Madrasas in India: Prospect and Retrospect”, and “Ek Arab ghodsavarika ki 

Jeevan Katha”( Hindi translation of an Arabic Emirate novel). Besides, he has 
written around 60 articles on various literary issues which have been published 

in reputed research journals in India. Currently he is managing editor of “Seerah 
Muhammad” an Arabic Research journal” published from Hyderabad. Professor Alam has presented 
papers in around 50 national and international conferences. He is Dean School of Arab and Asian 
Studies, EFLU, Hyderabad at Present.

Sufism in India and its impact on society

Islam became an integral part of the religious landscape of India and South Asia only after the 

establishment of the Sufi orders. Although, parts of Punjab came under the suzerainty of  Ghaznavids  

in the 11th century, however Muslims came to India after the Islamic state was established in the 

early years of the 13th century at the hands of the Slave  Dynasty.

Though, famous Sufi orders emerged outside India, they received wide  acceptance in this country 

because of its conducive atmosphere. The Sufis  made their efforts to reform the Indian society . 

Thus,   they stamped out  corruption, eliminated superstition and contributed to the establishment 

of a society based on human values. As a result, the era of the Delhi Sultans  witnessed radical 

transformation in Indian social life. By the time Mughals came to power the official doctrine of the 

country was Sunni Islam based on Sufism, especially on chistiya order . The emperors and princes 

used to visit the righteous saints and request them for spiritual blessings and power, as well as 

religious legitimization of their rule.  

The spread of Islam in India at the time was largely due to the diligent activity of the Sufis, whose 

simple preaching and love for God and His creatures  influenced the people at large irrespective of 

their caste, creed and colour. The spiritual centres  of Sufis called Khanqas attracted the people from 

far and wide and did not differentiate between man and man. In short, their teachings of equality and 

fraternity won the hearts of the people.

s a Professor in the Department of Arab Studies, The English 



 Nadeem Akhtar is a research scholar at the Centre for Persian and Central 
Asian Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. He has submitted his Ph.D. 

from the same centre. He has attended several conferences and published many 
research articles and reports in India and abroad. He is Joint Secretary of IIPS, 
India



Naron Rejai, 

Chisht: A Cradle of the Saints of Chishti Order

an alumnus of the University of Herat, Naron Rejai currently teaches 

at the University of Kahkashan (East). She has been an active member of the Literary 

Society of Heraat for about fifteen years and presently she is also the vice 

president of the said Literary Society. Ms. Rejai specializes in literary criticism and 

has written extensively on the various facets of Persian literature from critical 

perspective. Some of her scholarly articles include Zan, Ramz, Nafs –o Gunah (The 

status of women in the Salaman o Absal of Maulana Jami), comparison between 

Siyar-ul Ibaad of Sanai and Mantaq-ut Tair of Attar, Colour of Death in Shahnameh, 

Riwayat-e Majnoon-o Laili, Riwayat Shenasi-e Majnoon-o Laili-e Maulana Jami, Peer-e Heraat Aarefi 

Shariatmadar and Gul-e Bi Khaar( ideal human being in the poetry of Sadi) etc. 

Chisht has been an  important seat of Chishti Sufism from where eminent Sufis have emerged in history. 
On this count the place has assumed significance in the region. The Sufis of the Sissila have carried the 
teachings of Sufism to far and distant countries. They were the masters of the path and trained their 
disciples to tread the Sufi way in different parts of the subcontinent.  The Syeds of the Chishti Order have 
played a vital role in paving the way of Sufism for their disciples. The five famous exponents of the Order 
are: Khawaja Abu Ishaq Shami Chishti, Khawaja Abu Ahmad Abdal Chishti, Khawaja Abu Muhammad 
Shah Zahid Chisti, Hazrat Syedna Nasiruddin Yusuf Chishti and Hazrat Syed Qutbuddin Modud Chishti 
who deserve special mention.



 Nasir Rahyab  is presently a Professor in the Department of Persian Language and 

Literature (Dari) in the University of Herat. He received his early education at his birthplace 

Burnabad. He acquired graduate and post graduate degrees from Kabul University. He 

started his teaching career as a Faculty in the Teachers' Training Institute of Herat.  He has 

also taught at Syed Jamaluddin Teachers' Training Institute, Kabul. He is on the advisory 

panel of Ghalib University, a member of Afghanistan Academy of Sciences and also an 

editor of the Khorasan Journal, an organ of the Institute of Dari Language and Literature, 

Afghanistan. He has also been a member of various academic bodies and literary societies. He has 

many books to his credit namely Sapeedah dam-e Daastan Navisi, Girah be baad mazan, Sabk-o Sabk Shenasi etc. 

Moreover, he has considerable number of research papers published/ presented in seminars and conferences. 



Nasreen Hossain has obtained her degree in M.A. (Persian) and Ph.D. from the 

University of Calcutta, Kolkata and her B.Ed. from Maulana Azad National Urdu 
University, Hyderabad.  She has taught in the Department of Persian, Lady 
Brabourne College from 1997 till 2001. She has also served as a Guest Lecturer in 
the Department of Arabic & Persian, Calcutta University from the year 2004 to 2006 

and as a Teacher of Persian in Armenian College, Kolkata from the year 2005 to 2007. 
Presently, she is working as an Assistant Teacher in Persian Language at C.M.O. Girls' 

High School. Her Ph.D. thesis is on the life and works of Sufi Saint of Kolkata.

Sufism in Bengal
Persian language came with the Muslim rulers in Bengal and spread allover this territory as a result of the 
constant strive and pious attempt of the Sufis, whose main aim was to spread love, peace, humanity and 
brotherhood among the people through the universal religion Islam. From 13th century onward a great 
number of pious people or mystics belonging to different religious orders like Suhrawardy, Chishti, Quadiri 
etc. started coming to Bengal from different parts of India and abroad. Theydiffused monotheism and 
apostleship in the dark corners of Bengal with their Persian writings and sayings. They left a deep 
impression on the religious, cultural and social life of Bengal and a congenial atmosphere of Indo-Persian 
language and literature was created in Bengal and it developed simultaneously with the growth of Islam. In 
the 19th Century, when Indo-Persian poetry was facing a severe decline, a Bengali origin poet of Sufi 
temperament HAZRAT SUFI SAYYID FATH ALI WAYSI of Chittagong presented a highly standard poetry in 
Bengal. His verses immersed in deep mystical knowledge are full of allusions of the Holy Quran, Hadith and 
Islamic jurisprudence. Hazrat Waysi besides eulogizing the holy Prophet, the praised one, and defining his 
luminous attributes, also educated and induced the seekers the knowledge of mysticism and awakened 
the zeal of faith in their hearts.



Nasrullah Partaw Naderi, as a socio-political activist and poet, has more media 
and public visibility than any of his contemporaries in the country or abroad. To a large 
extent, his poetry is also a reflection of his social and political views. Like many other 
Afghan artists and intellectuals, he was arrested by the Communist Regime in Kabul on 
charges of anti-regime activities and imprisoned in the infamous Pul-i-Charkhi Prison 
in the fall of 1984. He remained in prison until the end of 1986. In September 1997, he 

fled to Pakistan, where he worked for the Dari program of the BBC World Service until 
2002. Nadiri is also a leading member of the Afghan PEN Association based in Kabul and 

he was the first president of Afghan PEN Association. Born in 1952 in Badakhshan, one of the 
most beautiful mountainous provinces in northeastern Afghanistan, after the primary education the 
government brought him to Kabul and completed his secondary education in Kabul Teacher Training High 
School in 1970. After graduating from Kabul Teacher Training School, he wanted to study journalism at Kabul 
University, but, as a graduate of a government-funded teacher training school, he was required to study either 
social or natural sciences at Kabul University. He shall recite his poems on the theme of the conference.



Somaia Ramish is a poetess, writer, civil activist and peoples'representative at the 
Provincial Council of Afghanistan. She has completed her Masters in Persian language 
and literature from the Department of Persian, University of Delhi,Delhi, India. Besides, 
she has studied leadership and management courses in several academic institutions. 
Having worked for over a decade in the fields of civil and human rights and a writer of 
repute, she has served as peoples' representative at the Herat Provincial Council. 

Presently she is the President of   New andishan Cultural-Social Organisation at Herat. 
The organisation is engaged in social, cultural and civil activities since last ten years and has 

hosted cultural festivals, conferences, dialogues and exhibitions at national and international 
levels. It has also worked actively in the restoration of women rights and their status in society. The 
organisation has hosted book reading and book fairs and film festivals in the country. Somayya Ramish has 
fostered bond of sisterhood among women of Herat and she has carried the programme beyond Afghanistan 
to America. She is also a member representative of SAARC in the province of Herat. She has two poetic works 
to her credit and some of her poems have been translated into English.    



Syed Akhtar Husain has obtained MA; Ph. D degrees in Persian language and 
literature from the Centre of Afro Asian Languages, Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
New Delhi. He was a visiting research scholar at Tehran University in 1991 and 
formerly Lecturer in the Department of Arabic & Persian, Calcutta University, 
Kolkata 2001. Presently he is Professor in the Centre of Persian & Central Asian 

Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. Dr. Husain has Tales From Iran (a 
translation of Persian short stories into English) to his credit and has published several 

research articles in English and Persian in reputed journals of Persian Studies. His 
specializations are Persian & Indo Persian Literature; Indo -Iran Relations; Area Studies of Afghanistan, Iran 
& Tajikistan; Translation & Interpretation. His area of interest is Travelogue Writings during the Qajar 
period. He is a life member of the Asiatic Society, Kolkata; All India Oriental Conference, Bhandarkar 
Institute, Pune; India Islamic Cultural Centre and India International Centre, New Delhi and member of the 
International Society for Iranian Studies. Dr. Husain is the President of the Institute of Indo-Persian Studies.





About IIPS

 
Office Bearers of IIPS

INSTITUTE OF INDO-PERSIAN STUDIES (IIPS) is a non-governmental, non-political and non-profit 
organization to promote Persian learning in India and abroad. IIPS has been founded on 26th 
December 2013 under the West Bengal Society act XXVI of 1961. The organization provides a 
platform to Persian scholars, intellectuals and academicians to discuss and deliberate on Indo-
Persian cultural heritage in India. It aims to build a congenial ambience for Persian scholars, 
academicians and people interested in Persian studies to pursue Persian learning and researches in 
India and abroad. It also collaborates with government, academic and cultural organizations to 
promote the Indo-Persian academic discourses.

President: Prof. Syed Akhtar Husain

Vice-Presidents: Prof. Aleem Ashraf Khan
Prof. Rizwanur Rahman
Dr. Md. Arshadul Quadri

General Secretary: Dr. Mahmood Alam

Secretary: Dr. Golam Moinuddin

Joint Secretary: Mr. Nadeem Akhtar

Treasurer: Mr. Sheikh Abdullah



Institute of Indo Persian Studies 
108, Mahatma Gandhi Road, Kolkata -700007

For Correspondence: 

604 Block – D, 5th Floor, Paschimabad, JNU, New Delhi – 110067, INDIA
Phone: +91 9868937774   

            teamiips@hotmail.com

            https://facebook.com/iipsindia

             http://indopersianstudies.org 

®



Credit:
All the images in the conference-kit has been taken from the collection of 
paintings of Ms. Surekha Sadana. For further details please visit: 

Designed and Compiled by Nadeem Akhtar

www.surekhasadana.com

http://www.surekhasadana.com
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